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Beijing, April 28 : The Australian defence
minister, Peter Dutton, has said a conflict
involving China over Taiwan cannot be
discounted but he insists the government's
focus remains on having "good relations"
with Beijing.Dutton was on Sunday asked
about the prospect of a "battle over
Taiwan" following remarks from the former
defence minister, Christopher Pyne, and the
ex-prime minister, Tony Abbott, about
China's expansionist plans in the
region."China has been very clear about
the reunification and that's been a long-
held objective of theirs. They have been
very clear about that goal."People need
to be realistic about the activity. There is
militarisation of bases across the region.
Obviously, there is a significant amount
of activity and there is an animosity
between Taiwan and China."Dutton said
Australia wanted to continue being "a
good neighbour in the region" that worked
with its partners and allies. "Nobody
wants to see conflict between China and

London, April 28 : In a high-
security, 1,000-capacity courtroom
converted from a call centre, Italy's
largest mafia trial in three decades
is under way in Lamezia Terme,
Calabria. About 900 witnesses are
set to testify against more than 350
defendants, including politicians
and officials charged with being
members of the 'Ndrangheta, Italy's
most powerful criminal
group.Several of the defendants will
be asked to respond to charges of
money laundering over establishing
companies in the UK with the
alleged purpose of simulating
legitimate economic
activity."'Ndrangheta interests in
the UK have figured prominently as
clans have used the country as an
investment and money-laundering
base," says Nicola Gratteri, the
prosecutor whose investigation has
culminated in the maxi-trial.The
'Ndrangheta - based in the southern
region of Calabria, the toe of the
Italian boot - is reputed to be one of
the richest and most feared criminal
organisations in the world. A study
by the Demoskopita Research
Institute in 2013 estimated its
financial strength as more than that
of Deutsche Bank and McDonald's
combined, with an annual turnover
of €53bn (£44bn).Investigators say
the secret of its success lies in its
ability to connect the underworld
with the upper world, where often
the "upper world" stands for
London. In the last decade,
hundreds of investigations have
asserted how the 'Ndrangheta has
laundered billions of euros in the
City.A 2019 report from Italy's
Antimafia Investigative Directorate
claimed that criminal organisations
laundered billions of pounds each
year through UK banks.
Investigations between 2018 and
2020 in Reggio Calabria asserted
how bosses of the Nirta clan had
entrusted the management of their
profits to a man who officially sold
tiles, but who was described by
investigators as a sort of
"alchemist" capable of creating
shield companies in Croatia,
Slovenia, Austria and Romania (he
has denied that he acted in this way).

UK to come under scrutiny in Italy's
largest mafia trial in decades
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After a few years, all of these
companies were systematically
transferred to the UK and then
closed.Col Claudio Petrozziello of
Italy's Guardia di Finanza, which
monitors illicit flows of capital, said
'Ndrangheta clans in the UK had no
interest in controlling the local
territory, just the exploitation of the
financial system."It's not that there
are no rules in London," he said.
"The problem is that the risk of mafia
infiltration is underestimated."The
'Ndrangheta is often considered
archaic and almost hermit-like, with
wanted clan members living in
hideouts deep in the Calabrian
mountains, and as such it may seem
an unlikely candidate to exploit the
modern City of London. But it has
an interest in perpetuating such
myths: in reality, its origins are as a
middle-class phenomenon, which
took advantage of the system of
social capital found in Masonic
lodges to manage the profits
generated by international drugs
trafficking.The grand master of the
Grande Oriente d'Italia (GOI) lodge,
Giuliano di Bernardo, claimed in
trials in 2014 and 2019 that linked
the 'Ndrangheta with terrorism that
he had a discussion with the Duke
of Kent, the grand master of the
United Grand Lodge of England
(UGLE), in the early 1990s over
infiltration of the Italian lodges in
the south of the country by criminal
clans."It was the Duke of Kent who
suggested that I leave the GOI and
create a new order," he claimed. "I
would like to point out that the
Calabrian context was very
concerning because Freemasonry
there was much more extensive and
powerful than in Sicily."A
spokesman for the Duke said he
"would never comment on vague
sensationalist claims based on
alleged conversations from over 30
years ago, suddenly made in a court
case which until now was unheard
of". UGLE said it had no comment
to make about alleged criminal
elements in a foreign constitution
with no connection to it but added:
"It sounds as though some Italians
might, certainly at that time, have
significantly lost their way."In the

minds of Italian investigators who
have followed the 'Ndrangheta's
illicit activities, a new problem now
looms large: Brexit. Magistrates
and police officials in the country
have shared concerns that
'Ndrangheta clans may try to take
advantage of the UK's exit from the
European Union, if, as they fear,
police and judicial cooperation
between the EU and UK proves
less effective than when both
countries were in the bloc."With
Brexit, things could spin out of
control," Gratteri said.According
to investigators and experts, the
UK could equally be left to fight
the 'Ndrangheta clans without
international judicial support and

the assistance of Italian
investigators."When the UK was
part of the European Union, it
benefited from the effective
sharing of data in the fight against
organised crime," Italy's national
anti-mafia prosecutor, Federico
Cafiero De Raho, told ."Now that it
has left the EU, problems will start
to emerge. London will not be
absent, but things will change and
even the best post-Brexit
cooperation will be less effective
than within the EU. Today's mafias
are moving among countries and
continents, and where they find
weakness in international
cooperation, they exploit that
opportunity."Among the
consequences of Brexit are the UK
leaving the European Arrest
Warrant (EAW), a provision that
allowed for fast extradition, as well
as the European Investigation

Order (EIO), which empowered
countries to call upon a member state
to lead an investigation, place
wiretaps, or track a suspect."Italy
and the UK will sign agreements to
continue such efforts," Cafiero said.
"However, in practice, the
collaboration will be
different.""Imagine two
investigators from two different EU
member states who are looking, at
the same time, into a wiretap from
two different screens and while in
two different countries," added
Cafiero. "Non-EU countries will
have more difficulty participating in
a team of this sort."It is a view the
UK disputes, saying its deal with
the EU allows for extradition as

effective as the EAW, bilateral
information sharing, arrangements
to simplify asset confiscation and
full participation in investigatory
teams with EU member states."The
agreement the UK reached with the
EU delivers a comprehensive
package of capabilities which
ensures we can work with partners
in Europe, including Italy, to tackle
serious crime and terrorism -
protecting the public and bringing
criminals to justice," said Kevin
Foster, the UK minister for future
borders and immigration, in a
statement."It includes streamlined
extradition arrangements, continued
exchange of data for law enforcement
purposes and arrangements enabling
close and effective cooperation with
Europol and Eurojust. We are
committed to working together with
European partners, including Italy, to
counter the threats we all face, within
Europe and beyond. The UK will
continue to be a global leader on
security and one of the safest
countries in the world."Of the Italian
fears, Tim O'Sullivan, a former crown
prosecutor and chair of the Law
Society's EU committee, said:
"These concerns are certainly
shared because at the moment
there is still uncertainty on how
the new arrangements will
work."The EU mechanisms give
law enforcement a legal basis on
which to operate. [But] This
doesn't mean that in the new
cooperation agreement there aren't
the means to address these
concerns."In the meantime, to
make things worse, Covid-19 and
the financial crisis generated by
the pandemic have amplified the
risk that the 'Ndrangheta could
deepen its involvement in
international markets.Giuseppe
Lombardo, the deputy prosecutor
of Reggio Calabria, warned that "in
a phase of very scarce global
liquidity, the goal of the 'Ndrangheta
will be to create a banking system
parallel to the legal one", as all the
eyes are on the City.Federico Varese,
a professor of criminology at the
University of Oxford, believes Brexit
is forcing the UK government to
rethink the fight against
transnational organised
crime."Criminals consider borders
an opportunity and will make the
most of it," said Varese. "It is just
another price of Brexit."

Australian defence minister says conflict over
Taiwan involving China 'should not be discounted'

force warned earlier in April.General Angus
Campbell at the time indicated Australia would keep
pushing for peaceful dialogue and urged countries
to "all work to avoid" conflict over the future of
Taiwan.The newly appointed defence minister, who
was promoted to the portfolio in a reshuffle last
month, also again defended his decision to reinstate
the medals stripped from 3,000 SAS soldiers who
served in Afghanistan in the wake of the damning
Brereton inquiry.Dutton said the "vast majority"
of ADF personnel had done the right thing and
he did not believe the actions of a few should
diminish their service - despite the allegations
being "very confronting.""I believed it was in the
best interests of our defence personnel and of
the organisation, and I also believe very strongly
that for the 3,000 who were recognised during
this process, that the vast majority of them have
done the right thing," Dutton said."They have acted
with distinction, they have served our country with
pride, we're incredibly proud of that
service."Australia has announced it will bring home
its remaining troops from Afghanistan by September
following a similar announcement by the United

Taiwan or anywhere else," he said.The
minister stressed Australia was focused
on continuing "good relations" with
China."We have good relations with a
number of countries, including China, a
very important trading partner. We have
an incredible diaspora community here in
Australia, people who have contributed
to our country over generations that are
incredibly important Australians. But we
do have a difference of opinion with the
ideals of the Communist party of China.
Let's be very frank about it."Dutton said
Australia was prepared for any conflict and
while it planned to stay in "peacetime" the
ADF was ready to meet potential
threats."There is a high level of
preparedness, as there should be, as there
always will be, for our Australian defence
force to meet the threats that we see in our
region toward our country, against our
allies," he said.The outbreak of a war over
Taiwan would be "disastrous" for the
region, the chief of the Australian defence

London, April 28 : Two women have
been brutally attacked in Port Moresby
by up to 20 men after being accused of
witchcraft, in the latest instance of
sorcery-related violence in Papua New
Guinea.The women were tortured and
burnt with hot irons for hours on Sunday
in a settlement at 5 Mile in the capital.One
woman managed to escape and ran
down a hill before she was rescued by
police. She said she was being
interrogated by the male perpetrators
and pressured to admit to the killing of
another woman who died earlier in the

Two women tortured in latest sorcery-related
attack in Papua New Guinea

London, April 28 : Human Rights Watch has accused
Israeli officials of committing the crimes of apartheid and
persecution, claiming the government enforces an
overarching policy to "maintain the domination by Jewish
Israelis over Palestinians".In a report released on Tuesday,
the New York-based advocacy group became the first major
international rights body to level such allegations. It said
that after decades of warnings that an entrenched hold
over Palestinian life could lead to apartheid, it had found
that the "threshold" had been crossed."This is the starkest
finding Human Rights Watch has reached on Israeli
conduct in the 30 years we've been documenting abuses
on the ground there," said Omar Shakir, the group's Israel
and Palestine director. Shakir said his organisation had
never before directly accused Israeli officials of crimes
against humanity.Responding to the claims, Israel's foreign
ministry accused Human Rights Watch of a "longstanding
anti-Israeli agenda" and said the report was a "propaganda
pamphlet" that had "no connection to facts or reality on
the ground"."The fictional claims that HRW concocted
are both preposterous and false," it said.The report drew
on years of human rights documentation, analysis of Israeli
laws, a review of government planning documents, and
statements by officials.Human Rights Watch compared
policies and practices towards nearly 7 million Palestinians
in the occupied territories and within Israel with those
concerning roughly the same number of Jewish Israelis
living in the same areas.It concluded there was a "present-
day reality of a single authority, the Israeli government
… methodologically privileging Jewish Israelis while
repressing Palestinians, most severely in the occupied
territory."First used in relation to South Africa's racist
segregation against non-white citizens, apartheid - which
is Afrikaans for "apartness" - is a crime against humanity
under international law.Under the 1998 Rome statute that
established the international criminal court (ICC),
apartheid is defined as an "institutionalised regime of
systematic oppression and domination by one racial
group over any other" with the intent of "maintaining
that regime". Persecution, which is also a crime against
humanity, is defined as "the intentional and severe
deprivation of fundamental rights" of a group of
people.Human Rights Watch said that inside Israel - where
about a fifth of the 9 million citizens are Palestinians - and
in the occupied territories, authorities had sought to
maximise the land available for Jewish communities and
concentrate most Palestinians in dense population
centres."The authorities have adopted policies to mitigate
what they have openly described as a demographic 'threat'
from Palestinians," it said, referencing concerns expressed
by Israeli politicians that a majority Palestinian population
would endanger the Jewish state. "In Jerusalem, for
example, the government's plan for the municipality … sets
the goal of 'maintaining a solid Jewish majority in the city'
and even specifies the demographic ratios it hopes to
maintain."It said Israeli authorities "systematically
discriminate against Palestinians". This was most extreme
in the occupied territories, it said, including the West Bank,
which Israel captured in the six-day war in 1967. Several
hundred thousand Israeli settlers now live there as citizens
while about 2.7 million Palestinians are not and live under
military rule.Human Rights Watch's executive director,
Kenneth Roth, said this was not simply "an abusive

Israel is committing
the crime of apartheid,
rights watchdog says

occupation". "These policies,
which grant Jewish Israelis the
same rights and privileges
wherever they live and
discriminate against
Palestinians to varying
degrees wherever they live,
reflect a policy to privilege
one people at the expense of
another," Roth said.When
similar allegations have been
raised in the past, Israel has
taken particular offence to
the claim it discriminates
against Palestinian citizens
of the country, also known
as Arab Israelis. It cites equal
rights laws and the fact that
Arabs are represented in
government and the judicial
system.Regarding the
occupied West Bank, Israel
points to agreements
signed in the 1990s that
afforded Palestinians limited
self-rule there. However,
Human Rights Watch says
the Israeli government still
"retains primary control over
many aspects" of their lives,
including borders, natural
resources and movement of
people and goods.

States. Dutton said
on Sunday he
thought it was "very
unlikely" that
Australian forces
would be
redeployed in the
short term - even if
the Taliban was
resurgent.

People walk past a restaurant in Rome, Italy

gender-based violence, and sorcery accusatory violence
in particular."He said there was an urgent need to fund the
National Gender Based Violence Secretariat and allocate funds
to get the National Gender Based Violence strategy 2016-2026
rolled out as soon as possible."The strategy has been developed
and these barbaric acts are allowed to continue because we
have not funded the implementation of the strategy. It means
we must multiply our efforts … to stop such violence and change
behaviour and attitude. We are too slow at all levels."

week.Police found the
second woman badly
wounded and bound
with ropes, lying in a
garden. Both had very
severe injuries.
Community leader Elliot
Raphael said the
incident was shocking
and that a solution
needed to be found to
address the issue of

violence against women
immediately."All we know was that the
ladies were picked up in the morning
and interrogated, and from there we don't
know what happened before they were
tortured and now this," said Raphael.The
women were treated on the scene and
taken to hospital. St John Ambulance
chief executive Mathew Cannon
confirmed the women were being treated
for serious head and leg injuries. They
will receive counselling support.National
Capital District (NCD) Metropolitan Supt
Gideon Ikumu said up to 20 men fled

before police arrived at the scene, but
that the identities of the men were known
to them."I strongly condemn these crimes
and request the families and relatives of
the two victims to come forward and
provide their statements," he
said.Sorcery violence - known as Sorcery
Accusation Related Violence, or SARV -
is persistent in PNG. This latest attack
prompted outrage among senior police
officers and politicians."People must
change their mindset as we are living in a
modern growing city. Police will ensure
those responsible are brought to
justice," said Anthony Wagambie Jr,
divisional commander NCD and central
assistant commissioner.NCD governor,
Powes Parkop said: "I am totally
disgusted and disappointed by the
actions of the men who tortured the
two women in the nation's capital. I am
appalled that men continue to believe
and practice such barbaric practices in
this day and age. The fact that it could
still happen in the capital city shows
we are a long way away from ending
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